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For MONDAY, December 9g, 1799. 





Narrative of the gallant Battle fought by the Britifh Ship 
Dolphin, commanded by Captain Edward Nicholls, in 
1617, with feveral Turkifh Ships. 


[From a Pamphlet written by Taylor, the Wateg-Poet, and pub- 
lithed in 1617.] 


AVING finifhed our bufinefs at Zant, we departed 

thence towards the latter end of the year 1616, being 
bound with our loading for England. Our fhip was named 
the Dolphin, of London, of the burthen of 220 tons, or 
thereabouts ; having in her about 19 pieces of caft ordnance, 
and five murtherers, manned with 36 men andtwo boys. The 
mafter of her was Mr. Edward Nicholls, a man of great 
fkill, courage, induftry, and proved experience, who, making 
for England, we got clear of the ifland the 1ft of January, 
1017. The wind being north and by eaft, with a profyerous 
gale, by the 8th in the morning we had fight of the ifland of 
Sardinia. 

The wind being then come wefterly, the 9th in the morn- 
ing we ftood in for Callery, and at noon, the wind being 
foutherly, we came clofe by two little watch towers; who 
fhot two {hot at us, to give warning that they would {peak to 
us; but the approaching night would not permit. If we 
could have fent afhore to them, their intention was, as we 
heard afterwards, to have informed us of the Turkiih men of 
war, which we afterwards met withal to our coft and peril, as 
well as their’s, for thefe towers were not above two leagues 
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from the place where we made our fight. This night, the 
wind growing calm, we failed towards Cape Pola. The 
10th, we had very little wind, or none at all, till it was two 
ot the clock in the afternoon, which drove us above three 
leagues callward from the Cape ; here we efpied a fleet of 
{hips uponthe main of Sardinia, near unto the road called 
Callery, belonging tothe King of Spain. 

The 12th of January, in the morning watch, about four 
o'clock, we had fight of a fail making from the fhore towards 
, which put into our minds fome doubt and fear, and 
coming near unto us, we dilcovered her to be a fattie, which 
isa fhip much like unto an argofey, of a very great burthen 
and bignefs. She flood in, to get between the fhore and us, 
which perceiving, we imagined fome more fhips not to be 
far off. Whereupon our mafter fent one of 


us 


f our company 
up into-the maintop, who dilcovered five fail of thips, one 
after another coming up before the wind, which was then at 
weft-fouth-weft. Wath his perfpe&tive glafs he perceived 
them to be Turkifh men of war, the firft of them booming 
by himfelf before the wind, with hts flag in the main-top, 
and ali his fails gallantly {pread abroad ; after him came the 
Admiral and the Vice-Admiral, of greater burthen than the 
firft, and after him two mure, the Rear-Admiral, larger than 
allthe reft, and his companion. 

They feemed al! prepared for any defperate affault, where. 
upon we immediately made ready our ordnance and {mall 
fhot, and with no little refolution prepared ourfelves to with- 
flandthem. This being done, we went to prayers, and then 
where our mafler gave us fuch noble encourage- 


toc a 
ment, that « heart ithirfted to prove the fuccefs, and 
being in readinefs for the fight, our mafter went upon the 
poop, and fpake to us in the following manner :— 
~ Con men and fellows, you fee into what an exigency 
it has pleafed Almighty God to fufler us to fall : Let us ree 
! t that we are but men, and muft of neceffity die; 
Ww n, wh tre, and hov , iS aiclie it God's know ledge and ap- 
pointment ; but if it be his pleafure that this mult be the laf 
of our days, his will be done, and lei us, for his glory, our 
foul’s welfare, our countiy’s , and the credit of our- 
, a] H gafp. Let us prefer a 
yctore a tlh life ; dif we die, let us die to 
c » betrer life. For my pati, I will fee, if we efcape this 
‘ , t, al be hurt < aimed in the fight, they 
fhail be caretully l for, for their health and mainte- 
ance, as‘long as they live.—Be, therefore, refolute, ftand 
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toit, hereis no fhrinking. We muft be either men or flaves. 
Die with me, or, if you will not, by God’s grace, I will die 
with you.” 

This done, he waved his {word three times, fhaking it with 
fuch dauntlefs courage, as if he had already won the viétory. 
Hereupon we feconded him with like forwardnefs, and he 
caufing histrumpets to found, gave unto us much more en- 
couragement than before, and being within fhot of them, our 
mafter commanded his gunner to make his Jevel, and to 
fhoot, which he did, but miffed them all. At this, the fore- 
moft of them bore upapace, for he had the wind of us, and 
returned us worfe than we fent, for their firft fhot killed one 
of our men. 

Then enfucd, for a great fpace, a moft fierce encounter 
betwixt us, and they having the advantage of us, by reafon 
of the wind, by about eleven or twelve o’clock they had torn 
our fhip in fuch a manner, that we ufed our guns clear of the 
ports, they having left us no ports on the quarters, but all 
open. We were, however, not in their debt, for we had not 
left them one man alive, from their main-matt forward ; 
befides we difmounted their ordnance, and tore them {o near 
the water, that their chief Commanders were forced, with 
their cutlaffes to beat their own men, and to drive them to 
their duty. By this time, they laid us aboard, with one of 
their fhips, which was of 200 tons, or thereabouts, and had 
in her 25 pieces of ordnance, and about 250 men. The 
Captain thereof was one Walfingham, who feemed by his 
name to be, as we afterwards found he was, an Englifhman, 
and Admiral of the flect ; for fo it fignified by the flag in 
his main-top. 

Having, as I faid, boarded our fhip, he entered on the lar- 
board quarter, his men armed, fome with fables, which we 
called fauchions, fome with hatchets, and fome with halt 
pikes, where they ftaid half an hour, or thereabouts, tearing 
up our nail-boards upon the poop, and the trap-hatch, but 
we having a murtherer in the round-houfe, kept the larboard 
fide clear, whilft our men, with the other ordnance and 
mufkets, anda murtherer in our trap-hatch, played upon their 
fhip ; yet, for all this, they plied our gallery with {mall fhot 
in fuch fort, that we ftood in great danger to yield. 

At the laft, we fhot them quite through and through, and 
they us likewife; but they being afraid they fhould have 
been funk by us, bore a-head of our fhip, and as they pafled 
along, we gave them a broadfide, that they were forced to lay 
by the lee, and to ftop their leaks. ‘This fight continued two 
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hours by our glafs, and better, and fo near the fhore, that the 
dwellers thereupon faw all the beginning and the ending, and 
what danger we ftood in: For upon the fhore flood a little 
houfe, wherein was likewife turned a glafs all the time during 
the fight, which meafured the hours as they palled : And 
this was Walfingham’s part of the fight. 

The next fight was with one Captain Kelley’s fhip, which 
came likewife up with his flag in the main-top, and another 
fhip with his flag inthe fore-top, which fhips were at leaft 
300 tons a piece, and had in each of them 28 or 30 pieces 
of ordnance, and about 250 men. They laid us aboard; one 
on the ftarboard quarter, and the other on the larboard, where 
entering our fhip thick and threefold, with their f{cimitars, 
hatchets, half pikes, and other weapons, put us in great 
danger, both of the lofs of our fhip and of our lives; for 
they performed much manhood and many dangerous 
hazards. Among thefe, there was one of their company, 
that def{perately went up into our main-top to fetch down our 
flag, which being [pied by the fleward of our fhip, he pre- 
fently thot with his mufket, that he fell upon our deck, and 
was prefently caft into the fea, leaving the flag behind him. 

Thus thefe two fhips fought with us, with great refolution, 
playing upon us with their ordnance and {mall fhot, for the 
{pace of an hour anda half, of whom we received fome 
hurt, and likewife they of us; but when they faw they could 
not prevail, nor any way make us to yield, they bore up, and 
pafled from us, to lay their fhips by the lee, to ftop their 
leaks, for we had previoufly torn and battered them with our 
great ordnance ; andthis was the fecond attempt they made 
upon us. 

Now, forthe third, there came two more of Captain Kel- 
ley’s fhips, of 250 tons a piece, each of them had 22 pieces 
of ordnance, and at the leaft 200 men, all well provided as 
might be, which was as we thought too great anumber for us, 
being fo few in our fhip ; but God, that was our friend, gave 
us fuch ftrength and fuccefs, that they little prevailed againtt 
us: For at their firlt coming up, notwithflanding all their 
multitude of men, we fhot one of them quite through and 
through, and laid him likewife by the lee, as we had done 
the others before. But the other fhips remaining, laid us 
aboard on the ftarboard fide, and in that quarter they entered 
our fhip, with their fcymitars, fauchions, half pikes, and 
other weapons, running to and fro upon the deck, crying 
ftill in the Turkifh tongue, yield yourfelves, yield your- 
felves, promifing we fhould be well ufed, and have one-third 
part 
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part of our goods delivered back, with fuch like fair pro- 
mifes. 

At this one of our company told the mafter of the large 
offer the Turks made, perfuading him to yield; but the 
mafler replied, Away villain, 1 will never give them part or 
quarter, whilft I have any quarters to my body. Where- 
upon he, giving no ear to them, ftood ftifly in our defence, 
choofing rather to die, than to yield, as it 1s {till the nature 
and condition of all Englifhmen, ard being thus refolved, 
fome of our men played our ordnance againit them, fome 
played with fmall fhot, fome fought with other weapons, as 

{words, and half pikes, and fuch like.—In the midft of this 
fkirmifh, it fo happened, by ill chance, that our fhip was 
fired, and in great danger to be loft and caft away, had “not 
the Lord in his mercy preferved us, and fent us means hap- 
pily to quench it; but now mark the accident! The fire 
being perceived by our enemies to burn outragioufly, and 

thinking that our {hip would have fuddenly confumed to the 

water, they left ys to our fortunes, failing aftern from us, 
and fo we putto the fhore, under the little houfe, for fome 
fuccour. Here we let an anchor fail, thinking to ride there 
all night ; which we had no fooner done, but we faw another 
fhip bear upon us, whereupon we were fore frighted, and fo 
forced to let our anchor flip, and fet fail to get better fuccour, 
the enemy, at the fame time, being weary of our company, 
hoifling out their boats to flop their leaks. We, for our 
parts, put into the road, between the two little forts, where we 
lay five days, mending the bruifes and leaks of our. fhip. 

The lofies we received in the aforefaid fights were fix men 

and one boy, which were killed outright, and there were hurt 

eight men and one boy more: But the Lord knows what 
damage we put them to, and what number we flew in their 
hips. 

The matter of our fhip being at the helm, was fhot twice 
betwixt the legs: And the furgeon drefling the wounds of 
oneot ourmen, a ball of wild fire fell into his bafin, which 
he fuddenly caft into the fea, otherwife it had greatly en- 
dangered us. The Turks were aboard and founded their 
trumpets, notwithflanding which, our men aflaulted them fo 
fierecly, that they forced them off, and the boatfwain (feeing 
them fly,) moft undauntedly, with a whiftle, dared them to 
the firmith, if fothey durft. The Captains of three of their 
fips were Englifhmen, who took part with the Turks, thus 
to rob and {poil upon the ocean ; their names were, Walfing- 
ham, Kelley, and Sampfon, 

Upon 
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Upon the 13th of January, there came aboard certain 
Spaniards, in the morning betimes, to witnefs what hurts we 
had received, who feeing fome of our men dead went afhore 
with us, and {hewed us where we might bury them : But as 
we were buly in making their graves, and covering the bodies 


with earth, there came fayling by a Flemifh thip of twelve 


feore tons, which had in her about five or fix thoufand 
pounds. She had been chafed by thofe men of war that had 
fought with us before, and theretore, they brought in a Jong 
boat, all the money to the fhoar, and left in the fhip only a 
few men and boys; who afterwards, within two days, 
brought the faid {hip intothe road, not any thing at all en- 
dangered. God be prailed. 

Upon the 15th of the fame month, when we came from 
the burying of our men, and had refted ourfelves in our thip 
about two or three hours, as God would have it, the wind 
began to blow a ftrong gale, and by hittle and little grew to a 
terrible tempeft, through which, from Sunday night, till 
Friday in the evening, we lay in fuch extremity of weather, 
as rain, wind, hghtning, and thunder, that we thought we 
fhould never have got clear from the road where we lay. 
During this florm and tempeft, there diced one of our men, 
that had been hurt in the fight, whole body. we caft overboard 
into the fea, without any other burial, and fo when the wind 
and fea was a little calmed, we fet fail and came forward. 

Within three days after, we buried three men more tn the 
fea, and the fame afternoon we arrived in the road of Cal- 
lery, and lay at anchor, where again fearching our flup we 
found it rent and torn in four feveral places ; one in the gun- 
room, another between the decks, the third tn the fketeridge, 
and the fourth in the matler’s round-houfe; fo in Callery we 
mended our fhip, and hired certain men there to help us to 
flop our leaks. Having all things moft fitting for our voyage 
homewards, upon the 30th of January we, committed our for- 
tune again unto the fea, and fo leaving Callery, we came for- 
ward with a Frenchman, who was bound to a place called 
Orafone, about thirty leagues from Callery, where, after two 
days, we left his company, being the 1ft of February, and 
after that putting forwards, flill towards England, we arrived 
fafe in the ‘Thames. 





On JOKING. 
Am not offended at the infipidity of a certain gentleman s 
obfervation, nor even at its impertinence, becaufe I know 
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he means nobody harm. What provokes me is that he calls 
ita joke. A fellow who, without a grain of wit or humour, 
will always be joking, is not only a difagreeable and con- 
temptible companion, but a dangerous one. For his. awk- 
ward, unwary nonfenfe, will be apt one time or another to 
make him ftumble into a quarrel, and he may lofe his 
friend, or perhaps his life, without the fatisfaétion to fay he 
has had a good joke for it. 





Copy of an excellent Circular Letier to the Adling Magz/- 
trates of the County of Durham, on the beft Method of 
providing for the Wants of the Poor in a Seafon of 
Scarcity. 


{ Written by the Hon. and Right Rev. Dr. Shute Barrington, Lord 
Bifhop of Durham.j 


O@ober 30th, 1 
Long feries of wet and unfeafonable weather has 
greatly affe€ted the crops of corn this year, parti- 
cularly in the northern counties, and in fome other parts of 
England, where the coldnefs of the foil, and the humidity of 
the atmofphere are unfavourable for the ripening of wheat. 
I therefore conceive it to be the duty of the other claffes of 
fociety in this kingdom to take {fpeedy and effectual meafures 
for diminifhing and preventing, as far as lies in their power, 
the diftrels which the poor might otherwife be fubjeéted to in 
the courfe of the enfuing winter, from the fcarcity and con- 
fequent high price of a very material article of hfe to all ; 
but, efpecially to them. Far from apprehending any alarm 
or inconvenience from the adoption of proper meafures 
to alleviate this impending evil, it appears to me, that the beft 
method of preventing anxiety, and of quieting the minds of 
the poor, will be for the reft of their fellow fubjeéts to take 
immediate fteps for their relief. When the cottager finds 
the charitable and Chriftian care of his more opulent neigh- 
bours anticipating his wants, and providing for his comforts, 
it isimpoffible but his apprehenfions mutt be leflened, at the 
fame time that his good habi ts, and orderly difpofitions, will 
be augmented. 

In addrefling you upon this fubjeét, I think it neceflary to 
mention a common error with regard to the relief of the 
poor, in times of {carcity, and to fate to you in ftrong and 
unqualified 
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unqualified language, that whenever the produce of a 
country, and the quantity of food are infuflicient for all 
the inhabitants, nothing lefs than an additional fupply of 
food from abroad, or an tmproved economy in the ufe and ap- 
plication of it, can give fubftantial relief. We deceive our- 
felves, and rather do prejudice, than afford affiftance to the 
general condition of the poor, by attempting torelieve them 
in any other way. There is nothing more benevolent in in- 
tention, more plaufible in theory, or more defirable in effeét, 
than, upon a {carcity, that the contributions of the wealthy 
fhould fupply. a fund tor purchafling bread and meat to be 
given toall the poor of every defcription ; and to be diflri- 
buted with fuch bounty and impartiality, as to relicve all their 
diitreffes. But, however abundant the funds of charity 
might be, the experience of a {hort time would prove that fuch 
a well-meant, but unadvifed plan could only increafe the 
{carcity, and enhance the price of provifions, to the eflential 
injury of the poor, as well as of all the other inhabitants of 
the coyntry ; and that, while it was affording a momentary 
fupply, it muft operate to diminifh prematurely the common 
ftock, and with it the means and fubfiflence, not only of the 
other clalles, butof the very perfons whofe bene fit and fup- 
port was the great object in view. 

With refpett to obtaining an increafe of food by importa- 
tion, fo far as not prevented by the effeéis of the prefent 
feafon upon other countries, the wifdom and attention of 
Government have already made fome provifion, and it may be 
hoped, that the energy and enterprize of individuals will do 
therefl. The two greatarticles moft to be defired are wheat 
and rice; the one, as adapted to the peculiar habits of the 
Englifh, and the other, as calculated, when properly pre- 
pared, to correéi the bad confequences which attend the ule 
of corn grown ina wet feafon. 

In the improved management of thofe means of fub- 
fiftence which Providence hath beflowed upon us, much is to 
be done lor the well-being, and increafed comfort of the 
poor S and in this, as in every hag, elfe, a large portion. of 


upon the « sfhicac y of example. The indifcriminate e's of 
holpitalies and generofity, is freque ntly given to wafleful 
habits in the he fees of the opulent. In plentiful fcafons, 
nay pafs unnoticed and un- 

enfured ; but during periods of fearcity, when the preflure 
otf diftrefs bears heavy on the needy and deftitute, I would 
requeft all the other orders of fociety to confider how much 
6 injury 


fuch unmerited commendation 1 
t 
i 














of a 
r all 
ly of 
l ap- 
our- 
» the 
them 
1 in- 
ffect, 
ilthy 
be 
ilri- 
their 
arity 
fuch 
the 
ntial 
ts of 
ary 
mon 
the 
{up- 


orta- 
efent 
mn of 
y be 
| do 
rheat 
' the 
pre- 
> ule 


fub- 
is to 
’ the 
n of 
end 
fe of 
leful 
fons, 
un- 
Ture 
ould 
nuch 


ry 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 46g 


injury they may do their neceffitous brethren, by a@ual 
wafte, and by pernicious example. I would requeft them 
to confider, that when the means of fubfiftence are barely 
adequate to the demands of population, every portion of 
food that is wafted within their houfes, occafions the priva- 
tion of the fupport of life to one at leaft of their fellow 
creatures. 

It is on this principle that I earneftly recommend, in pri- 
vate houfes, and alfo in all public eftablifhments, the economy 
of food, particularly in the ufe of wheat, which the habits 
of the Englith cottager have now made fo neceflary an article 
of life. Other individuals, and thofe who are maintained in 
public eftablifhments, do, in general, poffefs more variety, 
and a greater proportion of nourilhing food than the cot- 
tager ; and, cam therefore, with more facility, and lefs felf- 
denial, adopt the ufe of other fubititutes for wheat-flour ; 
and their example will be of incalculable fervice in recon- 
ciling the cottager to that which is at prefent effential to his 
own welfare. 

The application of the true principles of relief, and the 
forming and arranging of the neceflary meafures for the fup- 
portand comfort of -the poor in the county palatine of Dur- 
ham, during the enfuing feafon, I will not anticipate at pre- 
fent, but leave as a fubject of future confideration. 1 ought 
not, however, to omit obferving that in fome inftances, in 
which the manufacturer has very recently fuffered by the 
preflure of the times, at Birmingham, Spitalfields, Clerken- 
well, and fome other places, the fupply of meat foups, 
thickened with peafe,,Scotch barley, rice, or meal, and fold 
to the houfekeeper a litthe under prime coft, has had the ad- 
vantage of giving them more real comfort, and more whole- 
fome nourifhment, than could have been afforded at four 
times the expenditure ; and at the fame time has operated ge- 
nerally to diminith the prejudicial effects of f{carcity. 

An account of fome of thefe charities, and of the manner 
in which they have been conduéte: ee may be found in the 

‘ Firft Volume of Reports of the Society for bettering the 
Condition and increafing the Comforts of the Poor,’’ and in 
acheap publication of the fame fociety, intituled “ Infor- 
mation for Overfeers,” publifhed with a view to general cir- 
culation. Inthe laft of thefe are contained fome experi. 
mental obfervations on riee ; which is.a very ufeful and nu- 
tritive fubfitute for flour,and may be fo prepared as to ali as 
a prefervative again{l thofe putrid and epidemical diforders, 
which are always to be apprehended from the inferior qua- 
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lity of corn and potatoes, in a wet and unfavourable feafon. 
Difficulties muft ever be expeéted to attend the introduétion 
of new modes of diet among any fet of men; but if thofe 
who have country refidences, and poflefs liberality, infor. 
mation, and benevolence, which I am_ perfuaded are the 


charaéteriflics of the gentlemen of the county palatine of 


Durham, will do what a nobleman is doing in the county of 
Warwick,—drefs thefe articles for their own table, fupply 
their poor neighbours with a part of them, and then give 
them an account of the mode of preparation and expence, 
I am confident there will be little difficulty inthe gradual in- 
troduétion of them. 

In order to bring forward the confideration of the fubjeé, 


I conceive it will be proper that a mecting fhould be had of 


thofe, who may find it not inconvenient to attend, — For the 
purpofe of adopting fuch meafures as may be moft for the 
real benefit of the poor in general, and may tend to diminifh 
the fcarcity, and keep down the price of provifions.” And 
that ageneral committee fhould be eleéted for confidering the 
general obje&s ; and fubfcriptions opened and local com- 
mittees formed for the different diftriéts, leaving the mode of 
relief to be afterwards arranged, and applied, according to 
the nature and urgency of the cafe. 

Having fo far extended my obfervations upon this moft in- 
terefting fubjeét, 1 have only to add my firm convittion, that 
in this, as in every other difpenfation of Providence, if we 
are not unmindful and negletttul of ourown duty, we fhall 
find every thing working for our good: And that this tem- 
porary {carcity may eventually be the inftrument of giving 
improved means of life, and increafed comfort to a very nu- 
merous and defervine clafs of our fellow-creaturcs, and fel- 
low-fubjeéts ; and of diffeminating mutual good-will and 
efleem, and pure and a¢tive Chriftian charity, among all the 
members of fociety. 

l am, with much regard, 
Your obedient, humble fervant, 


S. DUNELM. 


Mr. Matihews’s ufejul hints for guarding againfl the 
aheaaas fea city of previfions, our readers will find m 
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- ACCOUNT of the ESCAPE of Sin SIDNEY SMITH. 
\ufion From a late Publication entitled, «« Secret Anecdotes of the 
f thofe | 18th Fructidor, (September 4, 1797,) and New Memoirs of the 
salen. Perfons deported to Guiana, written by themfelves.” } 
- “ HEN I was taken at fea (faid the gallant Commo- 
os of dore), I was accompanicd by my Secretary and 





fupol M. de Tr***, a French gentleman, who had emigrated from 
Uppy | shis country, and who, it had been agreed, was to pafs for my 





n give =| fervant, in the hope of faving his lite by that difguife. Nor 
iy were our expeétations fruftrated ; for John (as I ‘called him) 
tual in ; was lucky enoug#to efcape all fufpicion. 

f j On my arrival in France, I was treated at firft with unex- 
‘ubjeét, | ampled rigour, and was told that I ought to be tried under a 
had of military commiflion, and fhot asafpy. The government, 
For the however, gave orders for my removal to Paris, where I was 
for the fent to the Abbaye, and, together with my two companions 
iminith in misfortune, was kept a clofe prifoner, 

: And Meanwhile, the means of efcape were the conftant objeé& 
ing the on which we employed our minds. The window ‘of our 
| com- prifon was toward the flreet ; and from this circumflance we 
node of derived a hope fooner or later to effeét our object. We al- 
ling to ready contrived to: carry on a tacit and regular corre{pon- 
. dence, by means of figns, with fome women, who could fee 
noft in- us from their apartments, and who feemed to take the moft 
mn, that lively intereft in our fate. ‘They propofed themfelves to 
, if we affift in facilitating my liberation ; an offer which I accepted 
ve fall with great pleafure: And it is my duty to confefs, that not- 
— withftanding the enormous expences occafioned by their 
giving fruitlefs attempts, they have not lefs claim to my gratitude. 
xv ery ‘Till the time of my departure, in which, however, they had 
nd fel. no fhare, their whole employment was endeavouring to fave 
ill and me; and they had the addrefs at all times to deceive the vi- 
all the gilance of my keepers. On both fides we ufed borrowed 
names, under which we corre{ponded, their’s being taken 

from the ancient mythology; fo that I had now a dire& 

communication with Thalia, Melpomene, and Clio. 

LM. At length I was removed tothe Temple, where my three 
Mufes foon contrived means of intelligence, and every day 

inf the oflered me new fchemes for effecting my _efcape. At firft 
find in I eagerly accepted them all, though reflection foon deftroyed 
] the hopes to which the love ot liberty had given birth, 
: I was alfo refolved not to leave my Secretary in prifon, and 
INT fill lefs poor John, whofe fatety was more dear to me than 

|} my Ownemancipation. 
/ 1B 2 |: 
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In the Temple, John was allowed to enjoy a confiderable 
degree of liberty. He was lightly drefled like an Englifh 
jockey, and knew how to affume the manners that corref. 
ponded with that charaéter. Every one was fond of John, 
who drank and fraternifed with the turnkeys, and made love 
to the keeper’s daugitter, who was perfuaded he would marry 
her; and as the little Englith jockey was not fuppofed to 
have received a very brilliant education, he had learnt, by 
means of ftudy, fufficiently to mutilate his native tongue. 
John appeared very attentive and eager in my fervice, and 
always {poke to his mafler in a very refpeéttul manner. 
I fcolded him from time to time with muchegravity ; and he 
played his part fo well, that 1 trequently furprifed my felf 
lorgetting the friend, and ferioufly giving orders to the 
valet. 

At length John’s wife, Madame de Tr***, a very inte. 
reiling lady, arrived at Paris, and made the moft uncommon 
excrtions to liberate us fiom our captivity. She dared not 
come, however, to the Temple, through fear of difcovery ; 
but froma neighbouring houle fhe daily beheld her hufband, 
who, as he walked to and fro, enjoyed alike in fecret the 
pleafure of contemplating the friend of his bofom. Ma. 
dame de Tr*** now communicated a plan for delivering us 
trom prifon to a fenfible and courageous young man of her 
acquaintance, who immediately acceded to it without hefita- 
tion. This Frenchman, who was fincerely attached to his 
country, faid to Madame Tr**#, “ I wiil ferve Sydney 
Smith with pleafure, becaufe I believe the Enghith govern- 
ment intend to reftore Louis XVIII. to the throne; but if 
the Commodore is to fight againit France, and not for the 
King of France, Heaven forbid I fhould affift him!” 

Ch, L’Oifeau (for that was the name our young friend 
affumed) was conneéted with the agents of the King, then 
confined in the Temple, and for whoin he was alfo contriving 
the means of efcape. It was intended we fhould all get off 
together. M. La Vilheurnois being condemned only toa 
ycar’s imprifonment, was refolved not to quit his prefent 
fituation ; but Brothier and Duverne de Prefle were to fol- 
Jow our example. Had our fcheme fucceeded, this Du- 
verne would not, perhaps, have ceafed to be an honeft man; 
for ‘till then he had condufted himfelf as fuch. His condi- 
tion muft now be truly deplorable ; for I do not think him 
formed by nature for the commiffion of crimes. 

Every thing was now prepared for the execution of our 
project. The means propofed by Ch. L’Oifeau appeared 
practicable, 
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pratticable, and we refolved to adopt them. <A hole twelve 
feet long was to be made in a cellar adjoining to the prifon, 
and the apartments to which the cellar belonged were at our 
difpofal. Mademoifeile D***, rejeéting every prudential 
confideration, generoufly came to refide there for a week; 
and being young, the other lodgers attributed to her alone the 
frequent vifits of Ch. L’Oifean. Thus every thing feemed 
to favour our wilhes. No one in the houfe in quettion had 
any fufpicions; and the amiable little child Mademoifelle 
D*** had with her, and who was only feven years old, was 
fo far from betraying our fecret, that fhe always beat a little 
drum, and madea noife, while the work was going on in the 
cellar. 

Meanwhile L’Oifeau had. continued his labours a con- 
fiderable time without any appearance of day-light, and he 
was apprehenfive he had attempted the opening confiderably 
too low. It was neceffary, therefore, that the wall fhanld be 
founded ; and tor this purpofe a mafon was required. Ma- 
dame de Tr*** recommended one, and Ch. L’Oifeau 
undertook to bring him, and to detain him in the cellar till 
we had efcaped, which was totake place that very day. The 
worthy mafon perceived the objeft was to fave fome of the 
vidtims of mistortune, and came without hefitation. He only 
faid, “* If Lam arrefted, take care of my poor children.”’ 

But what a misfortune now fruftrated all our hopes! 
Though the wall was founded with the greateft precaution, 
the laft ftone fell out, and rolled into the garden of the 
Temple. The centinel perceived it; the alarm was given ; 
the guard arrived ; and all was difcovered. Fortunately, 
however, our friends had time to make their efcape, and none 
of them were taken. 

They had, indeed, taken their meafures with the greatef 
care ; and when the commiilaries of the bureau central came 
toexamine the cellar and apariment, they found only a few 
pieces of furniture, trunks filled with logs of wood and hay, 
and the hats with tri-coloured cockades provided for our 
flight, as thofe we wore were black. 

This firft attempt, though extremely well conduéted, 
having failed, I wrote, (continued Sir Sidney ,) to Madame de 
Tr#**, both to confole her and our young friend, who was 
miferable at having founderéd juft as he was going into port. 
We were fo far, however, from fuflering ourfelves to be dif- 
couraged, that we ftill continued to form new {chemes for 
our deliverance. ‘The keeper perceived it, and I was fre- 
quently fo open as to acknowledge the faét. “* Commo. 
dore,” 
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dore,”” faid he, “ your friends are defirous of liberating you, 
and they only difcharge their duty. I alfo am doing mine 
in watching you more narrowly.’ Though this keeper was 
a man of unparalleled feverity, yet.he never departed from 
the rules of civility and politenefs. He treated all the pri- 
foners with kindnefs, and even piqued himfelf on his ge- 
nerofity. Various propofals were made to him, but he re- 
jeéted them all, watched us the more clofely, and preferved 
the profoundeft filence. One day when I dined with him, 
he perceived that I fixed my attention on a window then 
partly open, and which looked upon the ftreet. I faw his 
aneafinefs, and it amulfed me; however, to put an end to it, 
I faid to him, laughing, “ I know what you are thinking of, 
but fear not. It is now three o’clock. I will make a truce 
with you till midnight ; and I give you my word of honour, 
that till that time, even were the doors open, I would not 
efcape. When that hour is paffed, my promife is at anend, 
and we are enemies again.”’ “ Sir,” replied he, ‘* your word is 
a fafer bond than my bars and bolts; till midnight, therefore, 
I am perfefily eafy.”’ 

When we rofe from table, the keeper took me afide, and 
{peaking with warmth, faid, ““ Commodore, the boulevard is 
not far. If von are inclined to take the air there, 1 will 
condu& you.” My aftonifhment was extreme ; nor could 
I conceive how this man, who appeared fo fevere, and fo un- 
eafy, fhould thus fuddenly perfuade himfelf to make me 
fuch a propofal. I accepted it, however, and in the evening 
we went out. From that time forward this confidence 
always continued. Whenever I was defirous to enjoy perfec 
hiberty, I offered him a fufpenfion of arms till a certain hour. 
This my generous cnemy never refufed ; but when the ar- 
muiftice was at an end, his vigilance was unbounded. Every 

ft was examined ; andif the government ordered that 
i fhould be kept clofe, the order was enforced with the greatett 
care. Thus I was again free to contrive and prepare for my 
efcape, and he to treat me with the utmoft rigour. 

This man had a very accurate idea of the obligations of 
honour. He often faid tome, “ Were youeven under fen- 
tence of death, I would permit you to go out on your 
parole, becaufe I fhould be certain of your return. Many 
very honeft prifoners, and I myfelf among the reft, would 
not return in the like cafe ; but an officer, and efpecially an 
officer of diftinétion, holds his honour dearer than his life. 
I know it to be a faét, Commodore; and therefore 1 fhould 
be lefs uneafy, if you defired the gates to be always open,” 
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My keeper was right. While I enjoyed my liberty, I en- 
deavoured even to lofe fight of the idea of my efcape ; and 
I thould have been averfe to employ for that obje&, means 
that had occurred to my imagination during my hours of li- 
berty. One day I received a letter, containing matter of 
great importance, which I had the ftrongeft defire imme- 
diately to read ; but as its contents related to my intended de- 
liverance, I afked to return to my room, and break off the 
truce. The keeper, however, refufed, faying, with a laugh, 
that he wanted to take fome fleep. Accordingly he lay 
down, and I poftponed the perufal of my letter till the 
evening. 

Meanwhile no opportunity of flight offered ; but, on the 
contrary, the Direétory ordered me to be treated with rigour. 
The keeper punfiually obeyed all the orders he received ; 
and he, who the preceding evening had granted me the 
greateft liberty, now doubled my guard, in order to exercife a 
more perfe& vigilance. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Obfervations on the important Ufes of Aftronomy. 
By Mrs. Marcaret Bryan. 


PPROM ahtronomy, we learntheimmenfity of that Being, 
who could thus perfeét his work in wifdom, and con- 
troul its various operations by his power. 

Our wonder and admiration are naturally extended beyond 
all bounds by the fublime obje&ts of our prefent confidera 
tion; yet, if we examine through all nature, from the mi- 
nuteft objeé& to the moft enlarged, we fhall find equal caule 
for aftonifhment. 

In the furvey of our fyftem, we perceive the order and 
influences even of thofe we cannot examine into; and, 
reafoning analogically, we acknowledge the idea of worlds 
innumerable, difperfed through the vaft extended univerfe ; 
ideas too large for finite conception, which mutt be governed 
by finite laws—laws which are totally inadequate to the real 
aggregated conception of this conflux of fyfems on fyftems, 
impelled by divine command, and immerged in the bofom ot 
immeniity. 

To comprehend the real excellency of the defign, we muft 
examine its parts diflin€ily, by which alone we can form a 
right notion of it as thus: When weconfider all thofe bright 
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luminaries, the fixed flars, each as belonging to a particular 
fyfiem ; that it has worlds circulating round it, as our fyitem 
has ; and that they are kept in their proper ftations, receiving 
a due proportion of the influences of this great central body ; 
that each fyftem is kept from infringing on its neighbouring 
fyftem, fo that they fuffer no impediment from each other in 
their various independent affeétions ; and, laftly, that thefe 
worlds are probably peopled with creatures, whofe neceflities 
mult be amply provided for, if they exift at all, by that great 
and good Providence who has created all things.—How does 
our admiration of the whole defign increafe! Even by di- 
minifhing the objeét, we enlarge its-importance ; for, as the 
inveftigation of the organs of the minuteft infect but ferves 
to increafe our aftonifhment, by the {kill difplayed in them, 
fo does the ufefulnefs we difcover in each part of the uni- 
verfe, when feparately confidered, raife our ideas of that 
great and good Being, who, in exhibiting the fublimeft 
fpeftacle of his power, has not negleéted the minuteft want 


of his creatures. 





Short DESCRIPTION ef ALEXANDRIA. 
LEXANDRIA now exhibits very few marks, by which 


it could be recognized as one of the principal monu- 
ments of the magnificence of the conqueror of Afia, the em- 
porium of the eafl, and the chofen theatre of the far-fought 
Juxuries of the Roman triumvir, and the Egyptian Queen. 
Its decay, doubtlefs, has been gradual ; but fitteén centuries, 
during which it has been progreflive, have evinced its ancient 
opulence, by the flownefs of its fall.—The prefent walls are 
of Saracenic {truéture, and therefore can determine nothing 
with refpeét to the ancient dimenfions of the city. They are 
lofty, being in fome places more than forty feet in height, 
and, apparently, no where fo litde astwenty. But, though 
fubflantial and flanked with towers, they could offer no refif- 
tance, unlefs it were againft the Mamlak cavalry, which 
alone the inhabitants fear, and accordingly keep them in fome 
They alfo furnifh a fufficient fecurity againtt the 


Ale y 


repair. 
Bedouins, who live part of the year on the banks of the 
canal, and often plunder the cattle in the neighbourhood. 
The few flocks and herds, which are deftined to fupply the 
wants of ile inhabitants, are paftured on the herbage, of which 
the vicinity of the canal, favours the growth, and generally 
brought inat night, when the two gates are fhut, as they alfoare 
whenever it is Known that hoflile tribes areencamped nearthem. 
0 AN 
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An ANECDOTE, 
ENRY the Second, King of France, was killed ina 


tournament. - In fpite of every intreaty, and after 
having behaved with great prowefs, he faid he would break 
one more lance for the honour of the ladies, and that lance 
was fatal to him. 

He expofed his life very much in all the engagements at 
which he was’ prefent, and was told by the Conitable Mont- 
morency, “© Ah! Sire, if you continue to behave in this 
manner, we muft think ourfelves as fure of a Kingas of a 
bird upon a branch; and we mutt build a forge to make 
frelh ones every day if our other Kings aét as you do.”’ 





A CHARADE, by W, Bickham, Jun, of Afhburton. 
EHOLD my firft refplendent fhine 


In Sally’s lovely face ; 
Which doth attraét that heart of mine, 
And heighten every grace. 


When it my fecond doth adorn, ’ 
And evening is ferene, 

Depend that the fucceeding morn 
Will bring no fhow’rs of rain. 


My whole’s portentuous of a ftorm, 
When in the morn appears, 

Which doth fair nature’s face deform, 
When Sol malignant glares. 


ee a ne ne ey 


A REBUS, by George England, of Uplyme. 


Y firft, with all her bloody train, 
Urges towards the embattled plain, 

Where crue! war and bloodfhed reign, 

Undaunted at the fight ; 
And then my next, with {word in hand, 
Begins the fight at her command, 
Spreading deftruétion o’er the land, 

With terror and affright. 


VoL. XXXIV. 4C Ah! 
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Ah! third, how happy fhould we be, 

Would all conform themfelves tothee, 

And each from witkednefs keep free, 
Till fin be known no more. 

Pity my next, ye rich and great, 

Who at your doors for mercy wait, 

Befriend them in their wretched ftate, 
And Heaven will blefs your ftore. 


Invidious next! why reign’ft thou fo 

Within the fons of men below, 

To make each man his neighbour’s foc, 
And happinefs exclude; 

For fince we know that all mankind, 

The rich, the poor, the lame, the blind, 

Muft once be to my next confign’d, 


Let evil be fubdued. 


When radiant Sol withdraws his light, 
And leaves the world compos’d in night, 
My next begins to take her flight, 

The gloomy defert o’er ; 
The exil’d flave, worn out with pain, 
Beneath the cruel tyrant’s chain, 
Defires my welcome nextto gain, 

And bea flave no more. 


When winter reigns intenfely keen, 
And Boreas fweeps along the green, 
My - virgin laft is often feen 
To veil the pleafing lawn. 
The initials join, ye fapient train, 
An ifle you quickly will explain, 
That's far acrofs the tracklefs main, 
Where my kind friend is gone. 


And may a guardian angel near him fland, 
Tokeep him fafe from harm on fea and land! 
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*,* R. M.isaffured that no partiality 1s fhewn to corre. 
fpondents, and that whatever he fends that is fit for infertion 
will be paid due attention to, and his name «oticed wrth thofc 
of others who fend anfwers. 

ear Poftage of letters muft be paid, or no notice will be ta. 


hen of their contents, 
6 POETRY. 

















Xt 

core. 
fe rtion 
h thofe 


! be ta. 


RY. 











Exeter, 











? Of iF-2 Fy 


For the Weexkty ENTERTAINERs 


On NOVEMBER. 


OVEMBER comes, in awful frowns array’d, 

And theds o’er nature’s face a fallen fhade ; 
While boift’rous Boreas bellows thro’ the vale, 
The wither’d umbrage falls with every gale; 
In torrents now the cold defcending rain 
Inceffant pours, and deluges the plain ; 
The rivers fwell! nor can their banks reftrain 
Their violence, they o’er the fummit gain ; 
With dreadfel roar refounds the lawlefs flood, 
Affrights the flocks, and all the feather’d brood, 
Which fly for. fhelter to the naked wood. 


What mournful profpect now the Jandfcape yields, 
No pleafing fight throughout the fqualid fields ; 
No jocund found is heard in yonder groves, 
Whica late re-echo’d to the feather’d loves ; 
A fullen fadnefs o'er each {cene appears, 
No tuneful notes falute our lift’ning ears ; 
Beftripp’d of verdure now the fields are feen, 
Which late fhone forth, array'd in lovely green ; 
A difmal gloom pervades the face of day, 
And mifty vapours veil the folar ray. 


But ceafe my mufe—this month recalls to mind 
The graciaus hand of Providence divine, 
Peculiarly to fam'd Britannia kind ! 

Woen Popifh prietts, a Hell-born plot had plann’d, 
To ttrike its ferate, and to fway the land ; 

By dire explofion t6 o’erwhelm the throne, 

Subvert the /aws, and then enforce their own. 

How manifeft thy goodnefs, Lord! did thine, 

‘To favor’d Britons at this awful time ! 

Let every voice unite in grateful lays, 

Contefs thy mercy, and refound thy praife! 


Stull, ttill, OQ God! on Britain deign to fmile, 
Aveit each threat’ning evil from our ifle! 
Her foreign and internal foes confound, 
Their machinations ftrike with deadly wound, 
Reltore our commerce, peace, and plenty bring, 
Protect our laws, and blefs Great George our King ! 
Our patt tranfgreffions, thou, oh God! forgive, 
And grant that Britons happily may live! 





P, GOVE. 
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On the Death of C. Cobbe, Efq. late a Captainin the Bath 


Volunteer Affociation, 


Bw. yeflerday, in loyal zeal elate, 
Was noble Cobbe amid his patriot band ; 
In fervent ardour for his country’s fate, 

He join’d the guardians of its facred land. 


His foul exulting, often with a fmile, 
He to their breafts the manly thought woald bring; 
** Letus,” faid he, *‘ furmount fatigue and toil ; 
**. Our caufe is good ; we ferve our God and King !” 


But ye, whofe bofoms glow with martial fire, 
In heart felt anguifh now your lofs deplore; 

No more his prefence thall your fouls in{pire, 
His cheering converfe ye enjoy no more! 


Heaven fent its mandate, rufhing from the fy, 
And to itfelf withdrew its vital breath ; 

With awful ftillnefs to each tear-fraught eye, 
That manly frame is chill’d, alas! in death! 


Oh, dark defpair! his hopelefs confort view, 
In all the thorny bitternefs of grief; 

See their fond offspring funk in boundlefs woe, 
O’erwhelm'd with mis’ry—loft to all relief. 


While fympathy demands that we fhould mourn, 
And fickly forrow weaves the cyprefs wreath ; 
Oh let us by the fad example learn— 


** Thatin the midit of life we arein death.” 


Q. 





SONNET.—2y Mifs SEWARD. 


J yee? that tree, in automm’s dim decay, 

Stripp’d by the frequent, chill, and eddying wind ; 
Where yet fome yellow, lonely leaves we find 

Ling’ring and trembling on the naked {pray, 

Twenty perchance, for millions whirl’d away ! 
Emblem, alas! too juft, of human kind! 
Vain man expeéts longevity, defign’d 

For few indeed; and-their protraéted day 

Whatisit worth, that wifdom does not fcorn ? 
The blafts of ficknefs, care, and grief appal 

That laid the friends ia duit, whofe natal morn 
Rofe near their own; and folemn is the call ; 

Yet like thefe weak, deferted leaves forlorn, 

Shivering they cling to life, and fear to fall ! 
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